




















NUMBER LXXIX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THuurspvay, Fulythe 4th, 1754. 





| Jo Mr. Fitz-Avamo. 
S1R, 


OS Dae O U cannot doa greater fervice to 
De the world, than by promoting the 


real happinefs of the beft part of it 
the fair fex; for whofe fake I beg 
you will publifth the following ani- 





madverfions upon an error in edu- 
cation, which the good fenfe of the prefent age, with 
all it’s attachments to nature, has not totaliy eradicated. 
The error I mean is putting ROMANCEs into the hands 
of young ladies; which being a fort of writing that 
abounds in characters nowhere to be found, can, at beft, 
be but a ufelefs employment, even fuppofing the read- 
ers of them to have neither relifh nor ‘underftanding 
for 
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for fuperiour concerns. But as this is by ne means 
the cafe, and as the happinefs of mankind is deeply in- 
terefted in the fentimnents and conduct of the ladies, why 
do we contribute to the filling their heads with fancies, 
which render them incapable either of enjoying or com- 
municating that happinefs? Why do we fuffer thofe 
hearts, which ought to be appropriated to the varicus 
affections of focial life, to be alienated by the mere 
creatures of the imagination? In fhort, why do we 
fuffer thofe who were born for the purpofe of living in 
focicty with men endued with pafiions and frailties like 
their own, to be bred up in daily expectation of living 
out of it with fuch men as never have exifted? Believe 
me, Mr. Fitz-Adam (as much the age of nature as this 
is thought to be) I know feveral unmarried ladies, who 
in all probability had been long ago good wives and 
good mothers, if their imaginations had not been early 
perverted with the chimerical ideas of romantic love, 
and themielves cheated out of the cnaRiTIEs (as Mil- 
ton calls them) and all the real bleflings of thofe rela- 
tions, by the hopes of that ideal happinefs, which is no- 
where to be found but in ROMANCEs. 

Ir is a principle with fuch ladies, that it matters not 
if the qualities they afcribe to the heroes of thefe books 
be real or imaginary: upon which principle, a footman 
may aé well be the hero as his mafter: for nothing, it 
feems, is necefflary to dub him fuch, but the magic 
power of a lady’s fancy, which creates chimera’s much 
fafter than nature can produce realities. 

Surety, Mr. Fitz-Adam, this doctrine of ideal hap- 
pinefs is calculated for the meridian of Bedlam, and 
ought fever to be received beyond the limits of Moor- 
fields. For if we fhould admit that the monarch in his 
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cell is as happy as the monarch on his throne, while 
both their objeéts are ambition; yet the happinefs of 
fociety muft depend only on the reafonablenefs of indi- 
viduals. A father is by this pernicious do@trine fre- 
quently robbed of the comfort he expected in his child : 
a daughter is deprived of the protection and fupport the 
might otherwife have claimed from her father ; and {o- 
ciety is interrupted in forming it’s general fyftem of hap- 
pinefs, which thofe relations fhould contribute to efta- 
blifh. 

Tuese, Mr. Fitz-Adam, are almoft the neceffary con- 
fequences of reading ROMANCES: and as human nature 
is apt to be. more influenced by example than precept, 
I fhall beg leave to enforce the truth of what I have ad- 
vanced by the following hiftory. 

CLaRinDA was the only child of a wealthy merchant, 
who placed all his happinefs in the expeGations of her 
merit and the rewards of it. Nature had encouraged 
him in that expectation, by giving her a very liberal 
portion of her favours; and he determined to improve 
it by every means which the fondnefs of a parent could 
fugceft to him. But, unfortunately for Crarinpa, 
her father’s good intentions were not guided by a judg- 
ment equally good: for it happened to her, as it too 
often does in the education of young women, that his 
endeavours were rather directed to grace her perfon, 
than to adorn her mind: and whatever qualifications he 
might with the latter to poffefs, he feetned folicitous only 
of fuch as might recommend the former. Dref, dan- 
cing and mufic were the whole of her accomplifhments : 
and they fo immoderately foftened the natural effeminacy 
of her mind, that fhe contra¢ted an averfion to every 
kind of reading, which did not reprefent the fame foft- 


nefs 
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nefs of manners. Every hour which was not appropri- 
ated to one of thefe accomplifhments, was {pent in the 
enfnaring practice of reading NovELs and ROMANCES ; 
of which CLEL1a was her favourite, and the hero of it 
continually in her head. 

Wurst CLARINDA was thus accomplifhing herfelf, 
the father was ftudying to reward the merits of his 
daughter with a hufband fuitable to her rank and for- 
tune. Nor was he long unfuccefsful in his care: for 
TueEopore, the fon of a neighbouring gentleman in the 
country, was chofen. for this honour. But though all 
who knew hin declared him to be worthy of it, un- 
happily for Crarinpa, fhe alone thought otherwife, 
For notwithftanding he loved -her with a fincerity hardly 


to be equalled, yet as he did not approach her. in heroics, | 


nor firft break his paffion to her in fhady groves, he was not 
the hero fhe expected: he neither bowed gracefully, mo- 
ved majeftically, nor fighed pathetically enough to charm 
a heart which doated on romantic grimace: in fhort he 
was not the hero which CLet1A had impreffed on CLa- 
RINDA’S, imagination. But, what was ftill more unfor- 
tunate, THEODORE’s: VALET DE CHAMBRE was com- 
pleatly fo. That happy hero was a Frenchman, who to 


an imagination little lefs romantic than CLARINDA’s, had | 


added all the fantaftic levity of his country ; which hap- 
pening firft to difcover itfelf in thofe very fhades where 
fhe ufed to meditate on the hero of Crexia, fo cap- 
tivated her heart with MonstEUR ANTOINE the VALET, 
that her imagination inftantly annihilated every circum- 
ftance.of his rank and fortune, and added every enchant- 
ing accomplifhment to his mind and perfon. 

THERE is no refifting the impetuofity of romantic 


love. Like enthufiafm, it breaks through all the re- 
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ftraints of nature and cuftom, and enables, as well as 
animates it’s votaries, to execute all it’s extravagant tug- 
geftions. A paffion of this fublime original could have 
none of thofe difficulties in difcovering itfelf to it’s ob- 
ject, which are apt to oppote the rafh wills of vulgar 
mortals ; and therefore it was not long before CLARIN- 
pA gave AnTonio (for fo fhe chofe to foften the un- 
harmonious name of ANTOINE) to underftand that love, 
like death, levelled all diftin@tions of birth and fortune, 
and introduced the loweft and higheft into Elyfium 
together. 

Antonio, who had been almoft as converfant with 
ROMANCES aS CLARINDA, received the firft intimations 
of the lady’s paffion for him with a tranfport that had 
lefs furprife than joy init; and from the firft difcovery 
of it, there arofe an intercourfe between them, which 
entirely defeated the pretenfions of THEopoRE, and 
confirmed CLARINDA’s paflion for his vALET. 

Bur as mucha hero as ANTonIo appeared to be 
both to CLarinpa and himfelf during the firft part of 
this tender intercourfe, in the progrefs of it he difcover- 
ed that he wanted one principal ingredient in the com- 
pofition of that ideal character: he had not courage e- 
nough to be a martyr. For though he doated on 
CrarinpDa’s perfon, whilft her fortune was annexed to 
it, yet he could not bring himfelf to ftarve even with an 
angel: and this he foon perceived mutt be his fate, if 
he poffefled the one without the other. Such a dif- 
appointment from a hero to a Dino, or to any woman 
who expected a natural gratification of her paffion, 
would have excited refentment and averfion. This 
would have been nature, which romantic love has no 
knowledge of; it never changes any of thofe ideas with 

which 
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which it firft captivates a fantaftic heart: therefore 
Ciarinpba, though fhe moft pathetically lamented her 
difappointment in AnTonto, yet charged it all upon 
her ftars, and accufed only them and the Gods 
of cruelty. Her father at the fame time declared 
his refolution to difinherit her, it fhe perfifted in her 
folly: and the more effectually to prevent it, he bribed 
AnTonio to leave England ; which fo enflamed Cia- 
RINDA’s paflion (who confidered him as banifhed on 
her account) that fhe made a folemn vow never to 
marry any other man. 

To conclude; the confequence of this vow was, 
that the father fettled an annuity on his daughter, and 
entailed his eftate on his next kindred. This annuity 
fhe ftill lives to enjoy ; and in the fifty fifth year of her 
age prefers the vifionary happinefs of reading Cietia 
and thinking on her Anronio to the real bleffings of 
thofe focial relations, which in all probability the had 
enjoyed through life, if fhe had never been a reader of 


ROMANCES. 
Iam, &c. 
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